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city of Jalna, some miles south-east of Aurangbad, After
the departure of the regent, Nemaji Sindia won an import-
ant success near Nandarbar, a large town some eighty
miles east of Surat. Hearing that a Maratha army was in
the neighbourhood, a Moghul' commander called Hussein
AH Khan, with seven or eight hundred horse and three
thousand foot went out with more courage than prudence
to meet it. The Moghuls fought well but they were
surrounded and captured. Sindia fixed their ransom at
two lakhs of rupees. Hussein Ali Khan managed to find
among his friends security for one lakh and eighty
thousand. Twenty thousand rupees remained still out-
standing. He begged the help of the merchants of
Nandarbar. But relying on a Moghul garrison, the
merchants refused to pay anything to the Marathas either
as ransom or tribute* Hussein Ali Khan found an ingenious
way out of his difficulties. He induced Sindia to release
him on parol that he might enter Nandarbar and person-
ally interview the reluctant traders. Sindia was then to
besiege the town. Two days afterwards Hussein Ali Khan
would open the gates to the Marathas. Everything
happened as Hussein Ali Khan planned. He found shelter
inside Nandarbar and opened the gates to the Maratha
army. He then led Sindia to the houses of the chief
merchants and took an active part in torturing them until
they disgorged their treasures. So effective was the joint
action of the Moghul and Maratha commanders that instead
of twenty thousand they soon extorted from the rich men
of Nandarbar a hundred and seventy thousand rupees. Of
these Sindia took a hundred and forty thousand. Hussein
Ali Khan was allowed to keep the remainder himself.

In the meantime the emperor had begun his new
'Campaign. Leaving a garrison at Brahmapuri which he
renamed Islampuri, he led out his grand army in October 1699
to reduce the Maratha strongholds. His first object was
Vasantgad, a large fort between the Krishna and Koyna

*Khafi Khan, Vol. VII.    Elliott and Dawaon, p. 362.